March 2009
Dear Fellow BAS Member
The “recruiting” season is nearly upon us – a time when unaffiliated Jews of all backgrounds begin to “look” around as they think ahead to the High Holy Days, that time of year when synagogue membership “bumps”. Bet Am Shalom engages throughout the year in reaching out to potential new members to become a part of our special congregation.  We have always believed, however, that the most logical place to begin to look for people who will share our values lies with ourselves, in our own friends, family, neighbors and acquaintances, who often share the very same needs and ideals that helped us choose BAS.
Do you know of anyone who is  
(1) looking to find a more meaningful synagogue experience; 
(2) has recently moved into the area and is not affiliated with any congregation;
(3) may be curious to learn more about Bet Am Shalom or Reconstructionism; or
(4) who is settled elsewhere but, once knowing us, might be in a position to refers others?  
If you answered “yes” to any of the above, we ask you to invite them to a special Shabbat service on April 25.
On this special Shabbat, we will reach out to non-members that we know so that they can witness the unique spiritual, intellectual, and social environment that we all cherish. Babysitting is available and our usual community Kiddush lunch follows.
Developing new members takes time, sometimes years, and so do not necessarily be guided by the idea that the someone you invite has to be ready to join now.  Think of this special Shabbat as an introduction, that is, the beginning of a long process.   
In addition, while we all recognize that a synagogue’s future spiritual, intellectual and fiscal health relies on attracting new members into the community, remember, too, that caring communities such as ours provide important religious and emotional sustenance to people experiencing the many stresses facing us today.  
Please feel free to contact the office at 914-946-8851 with questions and to help us get an accurate headcount if you are bringing someone. We look forward to seeing you at B.Y.O.F. Shabbat and meeting your guests.  Thank you for your help in spreading the name “Bet Am Shalom” to people you care about. 
Sincerely,
Membership Outreach Committee
